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About

Shijun Zhang is a tenure-track Assistant Professor in Ap-
plied Mathematics at PolyU. He received his BS in Mathematics
from Wuhan University and his PhD in Mathematics from NUS
in 2021. Previously, he was a Phillip Griffiths Assistant Research
Professor at Duke University. His work has appeared in JMLR,
JMPA, SIMA, SISC, TPAMI, Neural Networks, NeurIPS, and
ICML. His honors include the 2026 Frontiers of Science Award,
the PolyU AMA Best Paper Award, and the EASIAM Student
Paper Prize (First Prize). Homepage - CV

Research Areas

e Mathematical foundations of deep learning and Al;

e Expressivity, training, and generalization of neural networks;

o Machine-learning algorithms and applications in mathematics
and scientific computing.

Requirements

e IELTS > 6.5 or TOEFL > 80;

e Bachelor’s degree from a Project 985 university or an
institution of comparable standing;

e Undergraduate GPA > 3.6/4.0; alternatively, a master’s
degree (completed or expected) and undergraduate GPA
> 3.2/4.0.

Strong mathematical preparation and research or programming
experience are preferred. PolyU PhD Admission Requirements

Scholarship and Support

Full-time PhD students may receive the PolyU Research Post-

graduate Scholarship (PRPgS):

e Annual stipend: HK$230,640; HK$235,920 after confir-
mation of registration;

e Conference grant: HK$25,000;

e Eligible university accommodation for one year;

e Outstanding applicants may compete for HKPFS,
PPPFS, and related schemes, with annual stipends up
to HK$344,400, plus possible tuition waiver and cash
awards.

Scholarship Details

How to Apply

Please email the following materials:

e CV and undergraduate/master’s transcripts;

e A brief statement of research interests;

e Representative papers, projects, or code (if any);
e English test score and expected entry date.

Apply Online
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